PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION

Hanley Castle Parish Council - March 2008

SPRING 2008 NEWSLETTER

Telephone: 01684 310716, email irt@cygnetlodge.co.uk or by post to trust that she will find it an interesting and rewarding role.

Cygnet Lodge, Worcester Rd., Hanley Swan, Worcs. WR8 OEA.
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PLEASE DO NOT FEED THE DUCKS ...

continued
The Parish Council is currently in the process or registering the Hanley Swan pond as
a village green. As part of the procedure confirmation that the pond and its surrounds
have been used by villagers and others continuously for more than twenty years is
required. A form is available at Hanley Swan Post Office for you to sign should you
wish to preserve this wonderful asset for the village for future generations.

On the subject of preservation you will have noted that further works have been car-
ried out to the banks of the pond. Under the guidance of Wade Muggleton
(Worcestershire County Conservation Officer) repairs have been done to the willow
weave that has been ravaged by the ducks climbing out of the pool (between 80 and
90 ducks + 2 Canada geese have been recorded at any one time ...... PLEASE DO
NOT FEED THE DUCKS). The majority of the willow weave has survived and is
growing well and will be providing a living bank this season.

Thanks to a local developer more soil has been obtained and the banks that have
subsided due to the heavy summer and winter rains and the passage of human feet
have been backfilled and will be reseeded.

In the meantime, as a temporary measure, to allow the repairs to become effective
and for the banks to consolidate the pond has been fenced in. Also that gregarious
little imp, Elfin Safety, considers this barrier should deter those who ignore the ap-
peal NOT TO FEED THE DUCKS from creating further damage and maybe even
falling into the water.

Work will be undertaken in due course to make the necessary repairs to the Cover-
fields side of the pool to complete the restoration of the pond to its former glory.

Bread is not a natural part of a duck’s diet and can be harmful to their health. Un-
eaten bread rots down in the pond causing green slimy water without oxygen in
which few plants or wildlife can survive. Also the leftovers encourage those furry
long tailed critters that no one likes and costs the Parishioners to rid themselves.
So ... PLEASE DO NOT FEED THE DUCKS.

Many questions have been asked about the cages that have appeared in the pond.
Contrary to the perception that they are for the incarceration of those caught feeding
the ducks, they are to protect the water lily plants kindly donated by Roger Kings.
Unfortunately these plants will not survive in contaminated water so please,
PLEASE, PLEASE....DO NOT FEED THE DUCKS.

The village is indebted to Wade Muggleton, Khaled Hussein, Roger Kings, Dave

Roberts and all those willing volunteers who have given their time, sweat and blood
to this project. Thank you all!!
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The Children’s Play Area

Following the acquisition of a grant from ‘Awards for All’, we are pleased to an-
nounce that a range of new play equipment is to be installed. The order was
placed recently for two sets of swings (one with ‘cradle’ seats for tots) and a climb-
ing frame. The old and broken equipment will soon need to be removed and the
site prepared for the installation of the new equipment — this is due to happen
some time in early April. Because of the limited funds available, the site prepara-
tion has to be performed by volunteer effort, so if you feel like wielding a shovel or
have a mini-digger and/or dumper to loan us, please get in touch with lan Thomp-
son (310716 or irt@cygnetlodge.co.uk)

THE PARISH PRECEPT 2008/09

Remember: a loaf of bread costs £1.12, a pint of beer £2.50*, a gallon of petrol almost
£5.00.

Via the precept, the Parish Council charges each household £0.81 per week (2008/09).
For this amount the Parish Council cares for the interests of its residents in all aspects of
the environment and its amenities.

This year’s increase in the precept is partly due to the effects of inflation on general ex-
penditure in addition to which:

- As you will have read elsewhere in this month’s edition of Parish Link, the Hanley
Swan pond is hopefully soon to be registered as a village green and consequently
the costs of maintenance will fall upon the Parish Council.

- Although part funded by Grants, the Council is anxious to continue to improve the
playground facilities behind the Hanley Swan Village Hall.

- The Council always recognizes its responsibilities to the public and the need to
engage professionals to advise on aspects of health and safety. Soaring indemnity
insurance premiums directly affect those professional fees.

- After nearly 30 years our long serving Parish Clerk, Ann Canham, is retiring. Provi-
sion is made in the budgets for the ex-gratia long service payment to which Annis
entitled and also the costs of training of the new Parish Clerk, Caroline Sutton.

We hope that you will agree this to be good value for less than the price of a loaf of bread
per week for each household.

* The Three Kings excepted!
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